
Preface - Introduction to 
Ardent Documentation
This preface contains useful information about Ardent’s conventions for documenting command 
syntax and system output, as well as providing explanations of the specially designed icons that 
indicate important notes, tips, and warnings in the documentation.
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Preface - Introduction to Ardent Documentation 
Features of Ardent Manuals
Ardent strives to produce useful, high quality documentation while maintaining a consistent look 
and feel. It will help you to know the following conventions which are common to this and all 
Ardent manuals. This section explains the following:

• conventions

• elements of syntax statements

• notes, warnings, and tips

• screen captures

Conventions
All Ardent manuals depict command syntax according to industry standards. The following table 
lists the syntax conventions:

Convention Description

bold courier font Bold courier font indicates text that you must enter in the manner 
shown. You must enter all punctuation marks that appear in bold, 
unless otherwise indicated.

courier font Courier font indicates system output, such as prompt signs, responses 
to commands, and program code. Courier font is also used to depict 
paths to directories or files.

bold Bold font indicates the name of an element on the screen, such as a 
menu, a form, or a prompt. Also indicates the names of files or directo-
ries. It is also used to indicate the names of properties, methods, events, 
function names, and subroutine names.

lower case italics Lower case italics is used for syntactial expression of user-supplied 
words, variables, and expressions

xx Italic lower-case xx indicates a placeholder for an application id. For 
example, xxCONTROL.

> The > character separates each option in a menu hierarchy. For exam-
ple, “choose Setup > Miscellaneous”, means choose the Setup menu 
then the Miscellaneous option.

[ ] Square brackets indicate an item that is optional. You may include a 
number of items enclosed in brackets in a Unidata command or func-
tion.

Conventions
2 Getting Started



Features of Ardent Manuals
Elements of Syntax Statements
In some cases you may enter as part of paragraphs. The syntax statement includes the command 
name, required arguments, and options that you can use with the command. Italics represents a 
variable that you can replace with any valid option. The following figure illustrates the elements of 
a syntax statement:

Important Notes, Warnings, and Tips
You will notice several different icons throughout this manual. These icons draw attention to 
important information about the product.

Note
A Note icon indicates important additional information on the subject.

Warning
A Warning icon alerts you to the danger of deleting or corrupting data.

{ } Braces indicate that you must choose one of the items separated by the 
vertical bar ( | ).

| Vertical bar separates option arguments from which you may choose.

. . . An ellipsis (...) after an argument indicates that you may use more than 
one argument on a single command line.

Convention Description

Conventions (continued)

COMMAND required [option] [option1 | option2]
{option1 | option2} required... "string" 

command names

no brackets or braces
indicates a required
argument

square brackets indicate
an optional argument

a vertical line indicates that
you may choose between
the given arguments

braces indicate that you
must choose between
the given arguments

an ellipsis indicates that
you may enter more than
one argument

quotation marks

appear in boldface

must enclose a
literal string
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Preface - Introduction to Ardent Documentation 
Reminder
A Reminder icon marks information that is discussed in detail in another chapter or another 
Ardent manual.

Tip
A Tip icon denotes shortcuts, commands, or procedures that may help you use Ardent products 
more efficiently.
4 Getting Started



Preface - Introduction to 
Ardent Documentation
This preface contains useful information about Ardent’s conventions for documenting command 
syntax and system output, as well as providing explanations of the specially designed icons that 
indicate important notes, tips, and warnings in the documentation.
Getting Started 1



Preface - Introduction to Ardent Documentation 
Features of Ardent Manuals
Ardent strives to produce useful, high quality documentation while maintaining a consistent look 
and feel. It will help you to know the following conventions which are common to this and all 
Ardent manuals. This section explains the following:

• conventions

• elements of syntax statements

• notes, warnings, and tips

• screen captures

Conventions
All Ardent manuals depict command syntax according to industry standards. The following table 
lists the syntax conventions:

Convention Description

bold courier font Bold courier font indicates text that you must enter in the manner 
shown. You must enter all punctuation marks that appear in bold, 
unless otherwise indicated.

courier font Courier font indicates system output, such as prompt signs, responses 
to commands, and program code. Courier font is also used to depict 
paths to directories or files.

bold Bold font indicates the name of an element on the screen, such as a 
menu, a form, or a prompt. Also indicates the names of files or directo-
ries. It is also used to indicate the names of properties, methods, events, 
function names, and subroutine names.

lower case italics Lower case italics is used for syntactial expression of user-supplied 
words, variables, and expressions

xx Italic lower-case xx indicates a placeholder for an application id. For 
example, xxCONTROL.

> The > character separates each option in a menu hierarchy. For exam-
ple, “choose Setup > Miscellaneous”, means choose the Setup menu 
then the Miscellaneous option.

[ ] Square brackets indicate an item that is optional. You may include a 
number of items enclosed in brackets in a Unidata command or func-
tion.

Conventions
2 Getting Started



Features of Ardent Manuals
Elements of Syntax Statements
In some cases you may enter as part of paragraphs. The syntax statement includes the command 
name, required arguments, and options that you can use with the command. Italics represents a 
variable that you can replace with any valid option. The following figure illustrates the elements of 
a syntax statement:

Important Notes, Warnings, and Tips
You will notice several different icons throughout this manual. These icons draw attention to 
important information about the product.

Note
A Note icon indicates important additional information on the subject.

Warning
A Warning icon alerts you to the danger of deleting or corrupting data.

{ } Braces indicate that you must choose one of the items separated by the 
vertical bar ( | ).

| Vertical bar separates option arguments from which you may choose.

. . . An ellipsis (...) after an argument indicates that you may use more than 
one argument on a single command line.

Convention Description

Conventions (continued)

COMMAND required [option] [option1 | option2]
{option1 | option2} required... "string" 

command names

no brackets or braces
indicates a required
argument

square brackets indicate
an optional argument

a vertical line indicates that
you may choose between
the given arguments

braces indicate that you
must choose between
the given arguments

an ellipsis indicates that
you may enter more than
one argument

quotation marks

appear in boldface

must enclose a
literal string
Getting Started 3



Preface - Introduction to Ardent Documentation 
Reminder
A Reminder icon marks information that is discussed in detail in another chapter or another 
Ardent manual.

Tip
A Tip icon denotes shortcuts, commands, or procedures that may help you use Ardent products 
more efficiently.
4 Getting Started


